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the chemical weapons treaty’s inspection
procedures were negotiated, agency experts
were forced to stay home due to the lack of
travel funds.

The central mission of the U.S. Arms Con-
trol and Disarmament Agency is to reduce
nuclear stockpiles here and in Russia; to put
an end to nuclear testing around the world;
and to outlaw poison gas forever. The agency
complements the work of the Pentagon by
trying to remove the threats to national se-
curity through negotiated, verifiable agree-
ments.

The nature of the nuclear threat has
changed since the end of the Cold War. It is
difficult to police or detect activity: Witness
the mortifying prospect that as little as a
kilogram of plutonium or weapon-grade ura-
nium could fall into the hands of terrorists
targeting U.S. cities.

The nation needs an adequately funded
arms control agency to minimize these
threats.
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OF FLORIDA
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Tuesday, March 12, 1996

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is my
great pleasure to join, once again, with the
citizens of the city of Miami in honoring the
1996 Unsung Heroines. Each year the city of
Miami Commission on the Status of Women
commemorates National Women’s History
Month by recognizing and honoring women
who care to share their time by helping others
through volunteerism.

This year, I join the city of Miami in saluting
the 1996 Unsung Heroines:

Marilyn S. Bloom—a retired preschool and
elementary schoolteacher, who is also an en-
thusiastic advocate for senior citizens and
intergenerational programming in Dade Coun-
ty.

Dr. Castell V. Bryant—an educator for over
30 years and currently the interim president of
Miami Dade Community College—Wolfson
Campus, Dr. Bryant has been deeply commit-
ted to programs that help instill pride, build
self-esteem and improve family life for inner-
city youth.

Doris Emerson—a dedicated volunteer and
board member in the Girl Scouts, the Quaker
religion, and in the fields of mental health and
education.

Dr. Carmen Gonzalez—an untiring chef and
creator of Feeding the Mind Foundation, a
scholarship for battered women. Dr. Gonzalez
has chaired numerous fundraisers for Camillus
House, and has actively promoted ‘‘Extra
Helpings’’ a program that supplies meals for
the homeless.

Cindy Lerner—the codesigner of a program
titled ‘‘Teenage Dating Violence: Intervention
and Prevention,’’ that provides curriculum and
training for educating youths about the dynam-
ics of domestic violence.

Dr. Ann Moliver Ruben—developed pro-
grams for Dade County teachers to help com-
bat gender inequities, and has provided vol-
untary psychotherapy for rape victims.

Alvia Palmer-Michel—a volunteer at the
Children’s Home Society, a board member of
Florida Legal Services, and a courageous and
dedicated advocate for AIDS awareness. She
has risen through personal struggles to offer

comfort, education and hope to parents of chil-
dren with AIDS.

Kathleen Sweeney and Denise Nerette—as
members of the Haitian Task Force on Do-
mestic Violence they have collaborated in pro-
mulgating domestic violence in Miami’s Haitian
Community.

Christina Zawisza—a child advocate and the
founding member of the Florida Foster Care
Review Project, who has dedicated her
untiring efforts for children in need.

Marcela Viola—is the first unsung student to
be honored. She attends Miami Beach Senior
High School, and has dedicated time to help-
ing children help themselves, while maintain-
ing superior grade averages in advanced
classes.

COPE Schools—Continuing Opportunities
for Purposeful Education is the first program to
be honored. The two schools, ‘‘North’’ and
‘‘South,’’ through their dedicated principals,
Dorothy Wallace and Dr. Williams Perry, have,
through education, improved the quality of life
to single teenage mothers and their children.

It is said that Miami is the only major city in
the United States to have been created by the
inspiration of a woman—Julia Tuttle. It is
today that we honor women who follow that in-
spiration.
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Mr. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, it is with pride
that I rise to pay tribute to Margie Montes, Pio
Pico Woman’s Club 1996 Woman of the Year.
Mrs. Montes has earned this distinctive rec-
ognition through her active involvement in our
community.

Mrs. Montes became an active member of
our community at a very early age, participat-
ing in sports while attending Assumption
Grammar School. Later, at Our Lady of
Loretto High School, Margie began showing
her leadership abilities as captain of the tennis
team and as yearbook editor. When she grad-
uated in 1979, she was awarded the Bank of
America Award for Home Economics. Cur-
rently, she is an executive manager for
Tupperware where she has received numer-
ous awards of recognition for her perform-
ance.

Her contributions extend throughout our
community. She is currently president of the
Soroptimist of Pico Rivera, where she has
also held the positions of first and second vice
president. She is also a member of the Pico
Rivera Chamber of Commerce, where she
serves on the board of directors.

She has been a member of the Pio Pico
Woman’s Club since 1991. For the past 2
years, she has served as chairperson for the
Pio Pico Woman’s Club’s annual Christmas
with Santa Claus dinner, as well as chair-
person for the international dinner and pasta
nights. She has also chaired the Dessert
Fashion Show. She has selflessly contributed
her time above and beyond expectations to
these events, making wreaths and arranging
baskets as door prizes.

In addition to all of her contributions to our
community through her membership in various

organizations, Mrs. Montes is a loving mother
and is as devoted to her family life as she is
to her community.

Mrs. Montes has proven herself to be de-
serving of this award. I ask my colleagues to
join me in congratulating this year’s Pio Pico
Woman’s Club woman of the year, Margie
Montes.
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Mr. WATTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

recognize a truly outstanding naval officer,
Comdr. Sean P. Sullivan, U.S. Navy, who has
served with distinction as Deputy Director of
the House of Representatives’ Navy Legisla-
tive Liaison Office. It is a privilege for me to
recognize his many outstanding achievements
and commend him for the superb service he
has provided to this legislative body and to our
great Nation as a whole.

A native of Bridgeport, CT, Commander Sul-
livan received his commission from the U.S.
Naval Academy in Annapolis, MD. He was
commissioned as an ensign in May, 1980.
Commander Sullivan then completed a rigor-
ous nuclear propulsion training program and
submarine officers basic course.

Following this initial training, Commander
Sullivan reported to his first ship, U.S.S.
Plunger, SSN–595. While on U.S.S. Plunger,
Commander Sullivan served as reactor control
assistant, main propulsion assistant, and
weapons officer.

Completing a successful tour on U.S.S.
Plunger, Commander Sullivan was selected to
return to his alma mater, the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy, as a company officer. In this vital role,
Commander Sullivan was charged with the
training of our future naval officers.

All great naval officers can’t wait to get back
to sea and Commander Sullivan is no excep-
tion to that rule. Following his tour at the
Naval Academy he reported to U.S.S. Chi-
cago, SSN–721, where he served as the
ship’s engineer. While on U.S.S. Chicago,
Commander Sullivan served in Operation
Desert Shield and Desert Storm.

Completing his tour aboard U.S.S. Chicago,
Commander Sullivan reported to the staff of
Submarine Group 11 where he served as the
squadron engineer. In May 1993, Commander
Sullivan again returned to sea duty serving as
the executive officer of U.S.S. Maryland,
SSBN–738.

Due to his demonstrated sustained out-
standing performance, Commander Sullivan
was handpicked to report to his current job
upon completion of his tour on U.S.S. Mary-
land. During his tenure at the Legislative Af-
fairs Office, Commander Sullivan has provided
the members of the House National Security
Committee, our professional and personal
staffs, as well as many of you seated here
today, with superior support regarding Navy
plans and programs. His valuable contribu-
tions have enabled Congress and the Depart-
ment of the Navy to work closely together to
ensure our naval forces are well equipped and
superbly trained.

Mr. Speaker, Sean Sullivan, his wife Shar-
on, and their four children, Amy, Casey, Kelly,
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and Maxwell, have made many sacrifices dur-
ing his 16-year-naval career. Serving on three
submarines, he has spent a significant amount
of time underway away from his family. We
are all deeply in debt to the contributions of
great Americans such as Commander Sullivan
to ensure the freedom we all cherish.

As Commander Sullivan now prepares to re-
turn to sea yet again, this time as captain of
his own submarine, I call upon my colleagues
from both sides of the aisle to wish him every
success as well as fair winds and following
seas.
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The House in Committee of the Whole

House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3019) making ap-
propriation for fiscal year 1996 to make a fur-
ther downpayment toward a balanced budg-
et, and for other purposes:

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Chairman, the Repub-
licans believe they have a great plan to put a
downpayment on a balanced budget.

They believe they have found a perfect
method to cut what they consider to be exces-
sive ‘‘social spending.’’

They have proposed legislation that slashes
funding by $900 million for veterans health
care, veterans employment programs, and the
construction of new veterans psychiatric care
facilities. They have said ‘‘No’’ to needed VA
hospitals and outpatient clinics which would
have served up to 700,000 veterans. These
cuts are for below President Clinton’s budget
request and are even below the House-
passed level with regard to health care issues.

On top of all that, they have now given
themselves a safety mechanism. They have
invented a sure-fire way to guard their plan
from criticism.

How?
By removing these indefensible provisions?

By realizing the errors of their huge budget
cuts?

No. Instead they choose to silence someone
who has the courage and the expertise to
point out the flaws in their budget plan, our
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, Jesse Brown.

In the Republicans believe their plan is such
a marvelous solution to our budget woes, why
then are they trying to muzzle the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs from during his job, advocat-
ing for adequate funding for VA programs?
Why else would the Republicans aim their
funding cuts at the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs travel budget and staff support?

I think I know the answer.
Maybe the Republicans themselves don’t

believe their plan is so wise. Maybe they know
their downpayment unfairly cuts funding for
those men and women who served under our
Nation’s flag. Maybe they fear that veterans
will be informed of these cuts and will vote
their concerns at the ballot box next Novem-
ber. Maybe they are worried that the next time
they drape themselves in the flag the Amer-
ican people won’t buy it.

They know that Secretary Brown is speak-
ing the truth. They know that he is a strong
and knowledgeable advocate for veterans.

I can find no other explanation.
The Republicans must doubt their own com-

mitment to veterans. They must fear that
Jesse Brown will expose their budget for what
they know it is. Why else would they prevent
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs from speak-
ing out on the issues that he knows best?

I urge my colleagues to oppose the rule for
this continuing resolution. It prevents those
who really care about our Nation’s veterans
from striking punitive language aimed at si-
lencing the Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

It attacks the independence of a cabinet
level agency and silences the best voice
America’s veterans have. It compromises Con-
gress’ commitment that the Secretary of Veter-
ans Affairs would be an effective advocate for
the millions of men and women who served in
our military. This rule is bad for veterans and
bad for the United States.
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Mrs. SCHROEDER. Mr. Speaker, on March

8, 1996, Ambassador Geraldine Ferraro, head
of the U.S. delegation to the United Nations
Human Rights Commission, spoke eloquently
about International Women’s Day. Ambas-
sador Ferraro recognized the many high-rank-
ing women in our Government who perform
outstanding service on behalf of human rights
all over the world. She spoke at length about
the many human rights violations that women
still face, in spite of our best efforts. I would
like to have her remarks included in the
RECORD.
AMBASSADOR GERALDINE FERRARO, HEAD OF

U.S. DELEGATION, UNITED NATIONS HUMAN
RIGHTS COMMISSION, ON THE OCCASION OF
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY, MARCH 8,
1996
Thank you so much, Tim, for that kind in-

troduction. It is a great honor for me to be
here today on the occasion of International
Women’s Day with so many friends and
former colleagues and to have the chance to
speak with you about women and human
rights and the essential role they both play
in our efforts to fashion a new and better
world for those who follow us.

Before I begin, however, I want you to
know that you have chosen some of my fa-
vorite people to honor today, Mr. Secretary.
I am pleased, but not surprised, because each
of them has been at the forefront of the
struggle to protect the rights of women, each
of them fought for the rights of children, the
poor, the disabled and the disenfranchised at
home before coming to Washington. So mov-
ing into the arena of international human
rights has been a natural progression for
them.

These are women who are not afraid to
stand up for the cases they believe in. In-
deed, the desire to fight for such beliefs was
why they ran for public office in the first
place.

But many run and only a few win. What we
see here are women who have helped make
history, each in her own way, women who
overcame the obstacles others so often put in
their path. Together, they prove that it is
not just possible for women of principle to
lead, but that the public will support them
when they do.

This, them, is change. And change is what
this administration has achieved, both with
regard to women and to human rights. You
know and I know that this has not been easy.
But change is taking place. There are more
women at the highest levels of our Govern-
ment now than ever before, demonstrating
their competence, day in, day out, proving
their value to the country and to the world—
no nonsense women like Madeleine Albright.
I don’t know how many of you saw her on
television the other day, when the Cubans
were trying to explain how shooting down
unarmed planes in international waters was
somehow an act of courage. Madeleine let
the world know exactly what she thought of
their so-called machismo, and she called it,
what it was in plain English, as well as in
Spanish. Yes, Madeleine has been a most ar-
ticulate spokesperson for this country no
matter what the issue.

And, of course, there’s Donna Shalala,
Janet Reno and Hazel O’Leary, handling
complex Cabinet portfolios with skill and de-
termination. And here in the State Depart-
ment: Robin Raphel is doing an excellent job
with India and Pakistan; Tony Verstandig is
making real contributions to the Middle
East Peace Process; Melinda Kimble, proved
herself a leader at the Beijing Women’s Con-
ference; and Nancy Ely-Raphel made a vital
contribution to the success of the Vienna
conference and more recently the Dayton ac-
cords. Both Lynn Davis and Joan Spero are
among the Secretary’s most trusted advi-
sors, while Phyllis Oakley has been a pillar
of strength on refugee issues. And Pru
Bushnell has shown enormous leadership on
African issues.

There are many more of you who also de-
serve to be recognized as well, women who
stand in the trenches of government and do
battle every day for the things we believe in.
Because we don’t have just a handful of ex-
ceptional women in Government any more;
we’ve got thousands of them. In every office
in every department and agency in this Gov-
ernment, there are women making believers
of those who doubted them before. This is
change.

It’s a measure of your achievement that
this change is, I believe, irreversible.

That doesn’t mean that I think the battle
to ensure women’s rights is over in this
country, that women have achieved equality
in the workplace and in their paychecks.
That doesn’t mean that we have put an end
to sexual harassment, that we are free to
walk our streets at night, or that the fear of
violence no longer haunts the daily lives of
millions. Nor does it mean that those who
would turn us against each other, pitting
those who stay at home to raise their chil-
dren against those who go to work, have sud-
denly seen the light. It doesn’t mean that
the glass ceiling is shattered or that every
deadbeat dad is paying for his children now.
It doesn’t even mean that we, as a society,
understand what it takes to be a woman
today, what it means to walk a tightrope be-
tween family and the work place, at a time
when so much is changing and yet so little.

No, but I’m optimistic because there is a
course to history. How many women worked
here in the State Department a generation
ago—not just in secretarial positions—
women have always filled those spots—but as
analysts, office directors, desk officers?
There was Eleanor Dulles, a specialist in
German affairs—whose brother just hap-
pened to be Secretary of State—and who
else? Not many. Look at your numbers now.
Who among you thinks we’re ever going
back?

I’m optimistic about the future because I
am convinced that the doors of opportunity
which we have opened will never again be
closed. The gains we have achieved will be
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